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BEN SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

WHERE TO REACH US: 
 MAILING ADDRESS:     
  PO Box 128, Andreas, PA 18211 
 
 STREET ADDRESS:  
  1965 Church Hill Road 
  Lehighton, PA 18235 
  
 Church Phone: 570-386-3870 

Social Hall Phone: 570-386-4990     
e-mail: bensalemucc@verizon.net  Website: www.bensalemucc.com 
Fax: 570-386-3870 [call, speak to secretary, then call back] 
Rev. James Knappenberger, Interim [610]767-6000 [if no answer, leave message] 
Hugh Vrablic, Student Pastor 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Greetings in the name of Christ our Savior! 
 
Last night Pam and I had the delightful opportunity of going to see what will be one of several Christmas 
movies we’ll watch during this Advent and Christmas season.  Each year these movies provide not only 
some important and valuable family time for us but also some good holiday cheer as well as a healthy dose 
of spiritual enrichment.  The movie we saw is a brand new one and it clearly was a comedy starring some 
well-known comedic personalities; so how does a comedy which makes us laugh so heartily enrich our  
celebration and appreciation for the Christmas season?  After all, God’s gift of a Son and a Savior to the 
whole world hardly seems to be a laughing or joking matter. 
 
Well, here’s how it works..Every good Christmas story, whether somber and sober, romantic, tragic, or 
comical, is a story which tells of some Christmas miracle; a mean and grumpy or even hateful person is 
transformed into one who cares because the spirit of Christmas has softened his or her heart, or a tragic 
and evil event is averted when the forces of good gain the upper hand, or the small, innocent and 
insignificant triumph against all odds with a power which cannot be described with words and which can 
only come from God. 
 
In a world of commercialism and consumerism Christmas is often described as a “magical” time, but people 
of faith know that Christmas is a “miraculous” time.  God broke into history when Mary and Joseph gave 
birth to Jesus in lowly Bethlehem’s manger on that quiet night so long ago.  With the birth of a Savior 
Christmas miracles begin to happen; good overcomes evil, joy overcomes sadness, peace overcomes 
turmoil, hope sustains life, joy soothes sorrow, and redemption conquers condemnation. 
 
During this Holy Season you will hear the telling of these Christmas miracles and perhaps you may even 
experience one of your own birthed by some act of kindness or some expression of compassion; its sign in 
your life may be a hearty laugh or a quiet tear rolling off your cheek – no matter.  What does matter is that 
you, too, will be changed, renewed, and transformed; and in your awakening and your renewal and your 
transformation the miracle of Christmas will happen again. 
 
May this Christmas bring to each of you the touch of the Holy and may the miracle of Christmas happen in 
you!  Called with you in wonderment to the stable, I remain as always… 
 
  
             
      Yours in the Christ of Christmas,  
 
      Pastor Jim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      

                                                                                                    
 

Coffee Hour: Volunteers are needed to serve coffee.    

If you would like to help for a week  

or two, please contact Sharon Elder at 570-386-2530. 

Worship Schedule for December 2010 and January 2011 
December 5 and 12 [services at 10:30 A.M.] 

December 19 and 26 [services at 8:15 and 10:30 A.M. 
January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 [services at 8:15 and 10:30 A.M.] 

 

Joyful Noise Offerings: 

December 12 

January 9 

Christmas Communion Service 
December 24 at 2 P.M. and 7:30 P.M. 

Christmas Eve 

 

 

 
2 P.M. – Carols, Communion 

and Candlelight 
 

Christmas Eve:  Carols, Communion and 

Candlelight Service 

Prelude begins at 7 P.M. 

Worship begins at 7:30 P.M. 

 

December 5 – One Service at 10:30 AM –  

  Congregational Meeting to approve 2011   

    budget and election of officers 

December 5 – 2:30 PM - Hand Bells & Lost & Found Concert  

December 12 – One Service at 10:30 AM – Senior Choir Cantata  

December 19 – 8:15 Worship / Hand Bell Choir 

  10:30 AM  Cherub Choir /Children’s Teaching 

December 24 – 2 PM Christmas Eve Service: Carols, Communion 

    and Candlelight 

  7 PM Prelude featuring special Christmas Music 

  7:30 PM Christmas Eve / Caols, Communion and  

     Candlelight Service 

December 26 – Two Services [8:15 & 10:30 AM] 

January 2 – Two Services [8:15 & 10:30 AM] Communion  

January 9, 16, 23, 30 - Two Services [8:15 & 10:30 AM] 

 
 

Hand Bell Concert  

December 5, 2:30 P.M. 

Also participating in the concert: 
“Lost & Found”  

and LaRue Fritz, Ray Cramer 

& Dayle Smith 

Light refreshments following concert 

Come and join us! 

Worshippers please note 

that our pastors will be 

present to greet people as 

they arrive for both the 2:00 

P.M. and 7:30 P.M. 

Christmas Eve Services.  

The Pastors will not greet 

worshippers following 

these services. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 This is an exciting opportunity for our Ben Salem Church family, as God calls us over 

the next several months, to be a “teaching church.”  Hugh is with us on a non-stipendiary 

agreement, so rather than receiving a paycheck from us he will be expecting us to critique 

and to evaluate his ministry among us.  This feedback will be invaluable to him as he nears 

the conclusion of his seminary education and seeks approval for ordination in the Penn 

Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ.  He will at all times be accountable 

directly to Pastor Knappenberger as his supervisor. 

 

 Hugh will welcome our guidance and support; and we have an obligation to offer it 

honestly, genuinely, and in the spirit of Christian love.  May these months together in this 

new relationship be an enriching experience for Hugh and for all of us. 

 

 One final note lest any of us are wondering – Hugh is not at this time a candidate for a 

pastoral call to Ben Salem or any other church.  That leg of his journey toward full-time 

Christian service is way down the road in Hugh’s life.  For now Hugh is intent on learning 

and experiencing as much as possible about the pastoral ministry as he is able.  We each are 

called to do what we are able to make this time a productive period of growth for Hugh and 

our church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Meet our Student Pastor… 

 

   Hello, I am Hugh Vrablic, a native of Carbon County and a fourth 

   year seminary student at Moravian Theological Seminary.   

   Currently I am working at Good Shepherd Rehabilitation hospital 

   as a Pediatric Registered Respiratory Therapist and I am working to 

   complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s  

   Hospital in Bethlehem. 

     I attended Lehigh Carbon Community College earning an Associate Degree in 

Respiratory Therapy, and then DeSales University  earning a dual Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Marketing and Theology before attending Seminary.   

     Over the years I have worked in area hospitals and homecare companies 

providing respiratory care to patients of this region.  I completed two different years as 

a student pastor with St. Paul’s UCC, Northampton and Ebenezer UCC in New 

Tripoli. 

     I am the father of three children: Andrew  in college at Northampton 

Community College, Marisa at Palmerton High School and Nathan at Palmerton 

Middle School. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to a Congregational Meeting –  Dec.  5   
[one worship service at 10:30 AM] 

Congregational Meeting will follow the service 
 

Purpose: Vote on 2011 Budget     
             Elect Church Board Officers and  Cemetery Trustees,  
  Appoint Auditors 
             Vote on amendments to by-laws  
 
All members should have received a separate mailing that included the 
proposed budget for 2011and the amendments that will be presented.   

 

 Slate of Nominees for Election of Officers: 
 Elder:  Brian Beidleman 
     Sharon Elder 
      LaVaun Shanton 
     
 Deacon: Denise Gerber 
   Judy Pope 
          Terry Lusch  
          Ron Steigerwalt  
         
 Auditor:  Kelly White [appointed] 
 

 Cemetery  
 Trustees: Richard Bealer 
   Christopher Galloway 

 

End of Year Note - from our Financial Secretary: 
1. Offering envelopes for 2011  will be available in the hallway 

beginning November 28. 
2. The last day for contributions to be recorded for 2010   

will be Dec.  26. 
 



Church Business 
 How to Contribute to Our Operating Budget: to pay Ben Salem’s bills] 
+ Use your weekly envelope [in your envelope packet] 
+ Designate “Current Expenses”: [Benevolence is only for Missions - OCWM] 
+ Place in offering plate or send to the Church:  Ben Salem UCC,  PO 128,  Andreas, PA 18211 
 

2010 Church Board Members:  
President: Sharon Elder 

Vice-President: Bernice Steigerwalt 
Secretary: LaVaun Shanton 
Elders: Sharon Elder, Ken Scherer, LaVaun Shanton 
Deacons: Brian Beidleman, Barry Fink, Amy Frantz,  
               Walter Keeck, Terry Lusch, Bernice Steigerwalt,  
     Ron Steigerwalt, Kelly White 
Interim Pastor: Rev. James Knappenberger   
Church Secretary: Dollie Behr  
Treasurer: Dawne Beidleman 
Financial Secretary’s Address: Susan Messina, 66 River Road,  
                 Tamaqua, PA 18252  
 

Next Church Board Meetings:  December 20,  7 PM 
  
 
Cemetery Association Officers: Next meetings December 2 and January 6, 7 PM 

   [Meetings held on first Thursday of each month at 7 P.M.] 
President: Dennis Frantz        Secretary: Cliff Snowberger  Trustees: Richard Bealer, Paul Kuehner 
Vice-President: Walter Keeck        Treasurer: Doris Lusch  Caretaker: David Fritz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sponsors Needed  for 2011 – a sign up sheet is on the Church Bulletin Board  
     
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Please do not call the church office with sponsorships! 

Ben Salem History Books  
are still available / $60  

Contact the Church Office  
[570-386-3870]   

 
 
 

Altar Flower Sponsors:  [Checks payable to Ben Salem UCC]   
A sign up sheet is located in the narthex.  Cost of flower sponsorship is $20.00.  If you would like to sponsor  
flowers call Cindy Smith at 570-386-4248.  ***Payment should be sent directly to: Cindy Smith, 707 Hoffman Rd., 
Lehighton, PA 18235. 

 
Bulletin Sponsorship: [Checks payable to Ben Salem UCC]       Sue Messina is the Bulletin 
Sponsor coordinator..     Please call 570-386-2880 with your sponsorship information  or e-mail Sue at 
suemess@ptd.net.  Cost of Bulletin Sponsorship is $7 per week.  *** Payment should be sent directly to: Susan 
Messina, 66 River Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252. 
 

Scheduling Events at Ben Salem Church: 
To prevent scheduling problems…prior to calling meetings or events, please check with the 

Church Secretary at 386-3870 to make sure that the date you have planned is available. 

Note from Church Office & 

Financial Secretary: 

Remember, it is important to keep us 

informed of any address changes. 

Please give changes of address to 

either Dollie Behr or Sue Messina.  
 

Sexton Position Open 

A job description is available by calling [570-386-3870] or e-mailing 

bensalemucc@verizon.net  the church office.    Any questions should be directed to 

Ken Scherer at 570-386-4907.  Deadline to apply Dec. 15, 2010 
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Dear Members of Ben Salem UCC, 

 Within a week of our Congregational Meeting to vote on  

a call of a pastor, the Board received three resignations from the Pastoral Search 

Committee.  Those who resigned were: Denise Gerber, Dorothy Eberts, and Dollie 

Behr. 

 These resignations were accepted at the November Church Board Meeting.  The 

members of the Church Board thank them for their time, caring, dedication and 

timeless effort. 

 Also, at the November meeting of the Church Board the resignation of Dayle 

Smith as Elder was acted upon.  Thank you to Dayle for his work and love of Ben Salem 

United Church of Christ. 

 Thanks also to Brian and Janice Nothstein who have resigned as Daybreak and 

Sexton respectively.  Their work has been greatly appreciated. 

 All of these resignations have been accepted with regret; they all deserve a great 

deal of credit for their commitment to our church and a sincere word of thanks from 

the leadership and membership of Ben Salem for their support and contributions to our 

church’s ministry.  We pray God’s blessing for each as they journey into God’s 

tomorrow. 

      Respectively, 

      Sharon Elder, President of the Church Board 

 

 

Phase II – Building Program  
 

Anyone who is interested in serving on the Phase II Study Committee 

should contact Rodger Diehl  570-386-5413.  After the committee has 

completed their findings, the final design and costs will be brought to the 

congregation for discussions and a vote. 
 

Note: The Church Board has been approached by several members wishing to donate to the 

Phase II Project.  The Board has decided to accommodate these individuals with the 

stipulation that the money donated will stay in the Building Account until such time as a 

building program is approved by the congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Committee Meetings 

Property Committee – Dec. 16, 7 PM 
Missions Committee –January 3, 2011 at 10 AM 

Fundraisers – [tentative] January 10, 2011 at 7 PM 
Worship – January 24, 2011 at  7 PM [snow date Jan. 31] 

Called to Care – Feb. 7, 2011 at 1 PM 
 

 



New Building Fund    
Next Fundraisers Meeting:  [tentative] January 10, 2011 at  7 PM 

How to contribute to the New Building Fund:   
       

To contribute money to the New Building Fund:  
***Make check payable to Ben Salem UCC but designate “New Building Fund” 
***Use a separate envelope -included monthly in your 2010-2011 envelope packet or available in the 
 Church narthex. 
If you use your weekly envelope it causes much extra paperwork.  If you have any questions pertaining to 
the New Building Fund…please contact Dolores Kuehner at 386-4877. 
 

Recycle…save your soda cans…   

Larry Nothstein and Herlin Haberman  continue to take aluminum cans to Zaprazny’s.  To help 
with this project…bring your aluminum soda cans [crushed or uncrushed] to the Old Social 

Hall and drop them off at the lower basement entrance.  Benefits the New Building Fund.  
Please do not throw any other garbage items in with the aluminum soda cans. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS COOKIE,  

CANDY SALE / Quilt Raffle 
DECEMBER 18 
 9 A.M. TO  1 P.M. 

 
    AT THE CHURCH  

     SOCIAL HALL 
     1749 CHURCH HILL ROAD 

       LEHIGHTON, PA  

 
Cookies - $5.50 [per pound] 

         Candy - $4.00 [per half-pound] 

 
    Call 570-386-3870 or 610-377-3618 for more information] 

 

 [Help is needed…Please bake your favorite Christmas cookies  
[we need a wide variety of cookies] and bring them out for 
the fundraisers to sell!    Also, if you forgot to order your candy 
supply for the holidays…there will be homemade candy on sale.  
Dec. 18 will also be the last day to purchase tickets for the Blanket Makers 
Quilt Raffle.     The quilt will be raffled off the day of the cookie & candy sale. 

 

Coming up in January and February! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEMADE SOUP SALE 

Deadline for orders – January 9 

Pick-up – January 22 - 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

         

Ham & Bean Soup             ______ qts. @ $4.00 = $_________ 

Chicken Corn Chowder     ______ qts. @ $4.00 = $_________ 

                                                             TOTAL    = $__________ 

 

NAME____________________________   PHONE NO. ______________ 

 

Note: There will also be a bake sale held in conjunction with the soup sale… 

Tastefully Simple Fundraiser 
Beginning January 2, 2011 and continuing through January 30, 2011, orders will be taken for Tastefully 

Simple products.  Choose from a wide variety of mixes (requiring no more than two ingredients from your 

kitchen), including breads, cheese balls, soups, desserts, and dips.  There are also ready-to-use items, 

including salsa, rhubarb strawberry fruit spread, Vidalia Onion dressing, and creamy caramel sauce to 

name a few.  The orders will arrive by the second week of February.  A 25% profit will be made on all 

orders, to be used toward the New Building Fund.  Catalogs and order forms will be available on the 

credenza beginning January 2.  Checks should be made out to Kim Lusch.  Call or email Kim Lusch with 

any questions regarding the fundraiser.  (570)778-9380 or kimlusch@ptd.net.     
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HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS CANDY SALE 

to benefit the Ben Salem U.C.C.  

New Building Fund 
Orders must be received by Wednesday, December 1   

Pick-up on Thursday, December 16 

Candy is packaged in half-pound containers.  …     

Cost: $4.00 per half pound 

Please specify # of half-pound containers. 

 

Kind Milk Dark 

Peanut Butter Cups   

Peanut Butter Rolled in Peanuts   

Butter Creams   

Peanut Rolled Creams   

Peanut Clusters   

Raisin Clusters   

Coconut Creams   

Molded Choc. Mini Pieces   

Chocolate Covered Mini Pretzels   

Non-Pariels   
 

Fudge # of ½ lbs. 

Chocolate  

Peanut Butter  
 

Assortment (Peanut Butter, Peanut Rolled Creams & Coconut Creams) Milk Dark 

Sold in pound boxes only - $8.00 for 1 pound box   
 

Chocolate Covered Pretzel Rods Decorated for Christmas Milk Dark 

$2.00 for a package of 4 rods   
 

Christmas Lollipop Cost $1.00  
 

   Name____________________________ Phone # __________ Total $ amt. ordered _____ 
 

 

Make checks payable to “Ben Salem U.C.C.” 

Orders may also be placed by calling Sue Messina at 570-386-2880. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Wreath, Spray and Tree Project [Youth Group] 
Thank you to everyone who supported this Youth Group Fundraiser. 
Due to the fact that items were sold in full cases, there may still be some 
available for sale.  Contact Cindy Cramer at 570-386-8039. 
 

Longaberger Basket Bingo 
– February 12 at Mahoning Valley Ambulance Building 

For more information or to donate items for the event, see Emily Gerber or Cathy 

Smith…More information will follow in weekly bulletins. 
 



 

E-mail :missions@ptd.net 

Next meeting:  Monday, January 3 at 10 AM in the parlor 
 

      
  Fish Farm for Families [December] 

In Haiti, OBI has already helped 20 impoverished families who live in a lakeside village learn how to farm fish and we 
have selected 40 more families who need our help. Each family is given a floating cage with 2,400 tilapia fingerlings 
(young fish) and shown how to raise them. In just 4 months the tilapia are fully grown and can be sold in markets. 

One batch of fish generates enough income to restock the cage with new fingerlings and provide a profit, giving families food to eat, 
helping them send their children to school and even afford health care. Please help other families start down to road to self-
sufficiency by donating to the hunger relief project during the month of December.  Thanks for you support!!  

 

Hunger Relief (Jan/Feb) - CWS Water for All 
 More than a billion people worldwide lack clean water, and more than 2.1 million 

people most of them children die each year from waterborne disease.  Water cannot 
be taken for granted. 
 Some experts predict that by the middle of this century people in over 60 
countries could face water shortages.  At the heart of the threat to future water 

supplies is the destruction of ecosystems.  For example, over half the countries in 
Africa are “water-stressed.”  Lack of access to water affects the life of vulnerable 

populations, making the simple task of collecting water a tremendous burden. 
 CWS supports communities in obtaining and managing their own potable water supplies 
and watershed sources.  We regard water as a responsibility of public service, not as a resource 
for the few who can afford to pay.  This means preventing policies that narrow the range of 
available options such as trade rules that encourage inappropriate privatization and 
commercialization of services and promoting the ability of local communities to develop their own 
solutions.  
 What better way to start the new year by helping a brother and sister in need!!!  Please 
support our hunger relief project for Jan. & Feb.!! 
 

Christmas Bow Project 
Who it helps: Children residing at Bethany Children’s Home 

 How to help: Purchase a bow for $5 and place it on the tree in the narthex. 
 Special note: A gold bow will be placed on top of tree when all 60 bows are purchased. 

   We will be able to send a whole cottage to Knoebels for a day. 
  Deadline: December 24 

 Christmas Fund Offering 
The Christmas Fund Offering was formerly Veterans of the Cross.  This offering is an expression of joy and gratitude 
for those who serve the church.  Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium 
supplementation to low-income retirees, emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees, and 
Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants.  Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of 
retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs.  Please use the envelope inserted 
in your bulletin on Nov. 28.  This is your opportunity to participate in God’s promise of renewal by enabling this ministry 
of compassion and care.  Last day to donate is December 26. 

 

 

The Lehighton Furniture Bank  is in need of beds, dressers and sofas.  They 
also could use volunteers to help pick up donations.  Contact:  Shirley Radler  
610-377-4278 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study: The Bible Study Group is meeting on Thursday mornings at 10 

o’clock in the church parlor.  The group is studying schedule a book written by James W. Moore and his 
brother Bob titled “Lord Give Me Patience and Give It to Me Right Now”.  There are so many gifts we 

need from God.  These are gifts of grace and are freely given 
 – patience, faith, hope, love, healing and so many more.   

Come, join with us as we learn to appreciate these undeserved gifts. 

 

 
 

Ben Salem Church has a new…   
 

 

To donate money toward the project: 
call Kelly White @ 386-3072 

or Dawne Beidleman@ 386-2015 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Blanket Makers/Quilters 

 The Blanket Makers and Quilters meet on Thursday mornings.   Contacts for the group are Dollie 
Frantz [386-4034]  and Betty Nothstein [386-5644].   Helpers are always welcome!   Come out and join 
them.   The group is also selling chances on a 1953 United States quilt.  Tickets will be available at   
                fundraisers until December 18 or by contacting a member of the group.  Money from the quilt  
                ticket sales benefits the Ben Salem New Building Fund. 
 
  The proceeds from the Clothing/Toy Drive were $298.24.   
  The total amount collected was 2,273 pounds.  Thanks to the Blanket Makers and 
  everyone who donated items for the collection. 
  The proceeds have been  turned over to our Treasurer to offset heating costs of the Social 
Hall. 
 

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN HELPING BEN SALEM CHURCH 

SAVE PAPER, MONEY AND TIME? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL? 

If so, please fill out the following form and place it in the box located in the narthex or mail it 

to Ben Salem UCC, PO 128, Andreas, PA 18211. 
 

Name/s___________________________________________________    e-mail: ___________________________ 

We will be compiling a list of e-mails of those people who would rather just receive an e-mail 

and starting with the February 2010 newsletter we will try this method. 



 
Special Prayers 

 
 

Prayer Chain:  The Prayer Chain is a way for anyone to request prayer for a specific need….[or thanksgiving or joy].  

 To have our Prayer Chain pray for you: Contact Betty Nothstein at 570-386-5644.  If you would like to be 
 called with others’ prayer requests as part of the Prayer Chain, also call Betty. 
 

Called to Care:  Trained volunteers from our church are available to assist the Pastor in visiting people.  If you would 

like a “Called to Care” volunteer to visit you, please contact  the Pastor at the Church Office [570] 386- 3870.   We 

are looking for more volunteers for this Committee…Please call the Church Office or speak to  
the Pastor if interested.   The next “Called to Care” meeting will be held on February 7, 2011 at 1 P.M. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
    

 

is extended to the family of Thelma Ace. 

Also, sympathy is extended to family and friends of Millie Rehrig. 

    Millie passed away on Nov. 13, 2010. 

 

Congratulations to Cortney Zimmerman and Eric Knadler on the birth of their 

daughter Lillian Grace Knadler.  Lillian was born on August 22, 2010. 

She was baptized on November 21, 

2010. 

 

 
Thank you to everyone for the prayer shawl and their prayers on behalf of Abby Messinger.  Abby who is the  

granddaughter of Adele and John Kunkle  is doing fine and all the tests came back negative.  Adele, John, Abby and 

her parents appreciated your prayers.  

To the Shawl Makers,   Thank you very much for the thoughts and prayers for the Hartranft Family [Matt, Katie and 
AnnMarie]. The prayer shawls that were made are beautiful and warm.  Matt is doing much better with his belly.  Ann 
Marie [his mom] now is getting a prosthetic leg and feeling better.  As for myself, I just got to remind myself to take it 
easy and not try to be superwoman.  Thank you once again for the shawls and prayers.  
    God Bless!, Love, The Hartranfts [Katie, Matt & Ann Marie] 
 
Dear Members of Ben Salem Church.  I would like to thank you for the farewell gift that you gave me at the dinner held 
on my last Sunday.  Because of scheduling problems we were not able to go with Ron and Bernice Steigerwalt until 
last Thursday and Friday.   We had a delightful time.  We were able to stay at the Manhattan Club due to the 
Steigerwalt’s time share there.  They arranged that we take both the uptown and the downtown tours aboard a double 
decker bus.   On this tour you could get on and off the bus at will so we had a walking tour of Harlem and Chinatown.  
On Thursday night we attended a performance of Jersey Boys, a play that we had wanted to see.  On Friday morning 
Ron and I got up early for a several mile walk through Central Park.  I am getting to the stage where I enjoy letting 
other people drive so I was happy that Ron did the driving, which posed a challenge as we tried to get out of town on 
Friday evening.  We had delicious meals at a variety of spots and certainly enjoyed every moment of the event.   It 
reminded me of the wonderful experience I had with you for the sixteen months I served as your Interim Pastor.  You 
continue to be in my prayers as you seek to find the person  who will lead you into the future.   Don and Anita Quayle 
 
Betty Nothstein & Janice Nothstein, 

   Support Our Troops - All military personnel   
                Brettany Smith – Ramstein Air Force Base - Germany 
   **Please notify us if you know of anyone who is serving at this time or if any names are missed or if status changes. 

 

 

 



Thank you so much for the Prayer Shawl I received from the friends of Ben Salem UCC.  After I had burns on both of 
my hands due to an accidental fire on the farm.  I have recovered and am very grateful and thankful for the prayers on 
my behalf.  By the way, I am the father of Elaine Snyder.  I attended your Ham/Oyster Dinner in October which was 
enjoyed.  Sincerely, James Strouse 
 
Dear Betty, Thank you from the bottom of my heart for a true gift from God through you.  I felt very much alone and 
afraid not knowing what is wrong with me.  I have gone through so much and was just in much despair.  When I placed 
that beautiful shawl on me I felt the warmth and love that your hearts held to make it.  It truly touched me spiritually and 
emotionally.  Barb has been an angel disguised as a friend.  I am blessed to call her my great friend, I’m also blessed 
that I was touch by you.  Thank you again.  You have given me much needed hope and strength again.   
Sincerely with love, Celeste Silvonek 
 
Dear Ben Salem Family and Pastor Jim,   Thank you so much for your prayers and visit.  God has heard and has 
healed.  Thank you again,  Jane Kriner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
sponsored by the Ben Salem Youth Group 

Deadline for orders is December 1, 2010 

Cost of plant - $7.50  
 

Orders can be placed in memory of someone, to the Glory of God, or in honor of someone.  Plants may be picked 
up after the Christmas Eve Service on December 24

th
.  Payment should accompany the order.  Orders should be 

placed in the box located in the narthex of the Church.   The contact persons for this project are Cindy Cramer 
[386-8039] and Amy Lusch [386-5816].   

The Youth group greatly appreciates your support! 
  

Amount of poinsettias ordered:__________ 
Total $ Amount enclosed:___________ 

 

In Memory of_____________________________by________________________________ 

 

In Honor of______________________________by________________________________ 

 

To the Glory of God by_______________________________________________________ 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2 – 8:15 &10:30 AM / Communion 
January 9 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
January 16 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
January 23 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
January 30 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
February 6 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM / Communion 
February 13 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
February 20 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
February 27 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
March 6 – 10:30 AM  - Annual Congregational Mtg.  
  [one service only] /Communion  
March 9 – 7:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service  
March 13 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
March 16 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [to be announced] 

March 20 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
March 23 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [to be announced] 
March 27 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
March 30 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [to be announced] 
April 3 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
April 6 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [to be announced] 
April 10 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
April 13 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [to be announced] 
April 17 –  8:15 & 10:30 AM 
April  21 7:30 PM Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae  
April 23 – 8 AM to 5 PM - Easter Prayer Vigil  
April 24 Easter –  8:15 & 10:30 AM / Communion 
May 1 –8:15 & 10:30 AM 
May 8 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
May 15 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
May 22 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
May 29 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
June 5 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM  / Communion 
June 12 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM - Pentecost 
June 19 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
June 26 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 

July  3 – 8:15 & 10:30  AM / Communion 
July 10 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
July 17 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
July 24 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
July 31 – 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
August 7 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM  / Communion 
August 14 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
August 21 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
August 28 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
September 4 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM / Communion            
September 11 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM - Harvest Home 
September 18 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM - 214th Ann.   
September 25 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
October 2 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM  / Communion 
October 9 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
October 16 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
October 23 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM [Music Sunday] 
October 30 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
November 6 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM / Communion 
November 13 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
November 20 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
November 23 – 7:30 P.M. / Thanksgiving Eve 
November 27 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM - Advent I  
December 4 - 10:30 AM - Congregational  Meeting  
                                                  [one service only] 
December 11 – 10:30 AM - Sr. Choir Cantata 
       [one service only] 
December 18 - 8:15 & 10:30 AM 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 
          2 PM & 7:30 P.M. [prelude at 7 P.M.] 
December 25 - 10:30  AM [one service only] 

Ben Salem United Church of Christ 

1965 Church Hill Road 

Lehighton, Pennsylvania 18235 

 

 Mailing Address: PO 128, Andreas, PA 18211 

Church: 570-386-3870 

Social Hall: 570-386-4990 

e-mail: bensalemucc@verizon.net 

website: www.bensalemucc.com 
 

mailto:bensalemucc@verizon.net


 
                            We are located at 

                    1965 Church Hill Road 

             Lehighton, Pennsylvania  18235 
 

 

 

 

                                

       

                              
                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BEN SALEM CHURCH IS… 

 
GROUNDED …in the living Jesus Christ as 

  our “firm foundation” [II Timothy 2:19] 

 

EVANGELICAL …seeking to share the Good News 

  of Jesus Christ with others. 

 

PRAYERFUL …believing that God hears and  

  answers prayers. 

 

WELCOMING …seeking to provide a home for 

  Christians of varied backgrounds. 

 

HISTORIC …serving God in this location since 1797. 

 

FUTURE-ORIENTED…worshipping in a new church  

  sanctuary, looking for Christ in our 

  tomorrow. 

 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

DENOMINATION 
 

…Our Church is affiliated with the United Church of Christ – consisting of approximately 1.2 million members 

and itself a union of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
 

The United Church of Christ “Emblem” is taken from the ancient Christian symbol known as the Cross of 

Victory or the Cross Triumphant. 
 

This symbol  - the cross surmounted by the crown and all of it atop the orb – traditionally signifies the  

kingship of the Risen Christ over all the world. 
 

The orb itself, representing the world, is subdivided into three parts to signify our Lord’s command to His 

disciples: “You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 

earth.”  [Acts 1:8] 
 

You are cordially invited 

and encouraged to 

participate in… 
 

 Worship 
 Contemporary Worship - Sunday at 8:15 AM 

 Traditional Worship – Sunday at 10:30 AM 

 Community Lenten Services - 7:30 PM  

          - Wednesday Evening [as scheduled] 
 

 Study 
 Adult Bible Class – Sunday, 9:15 AM in Chapel 

 Adult Discussion Group – Sunday, 9:15 AM /Parlor 

 Children’s Sunday School – 9:15 AM  

 Youth “My Space” – 9:15 AM  

 Confirmation Classes: Youth and Adult  
   [as scheduled] 

 Bible Study – Thursday at 10 AM in the Parlor  
   [as scheduled] 

 

 Christian Fellowship Groups 
 United Church Women – 4th Tuesday of month  
   [as scheduled]  

 Youth Group – [as scheduled] 
 Blanket Makers and Quilters – at Social Hall 

 Thursday, 9AM to 1 PM [as scheduled] 
 

 Music Ministry 
 Wednesday Evening Practice:  

Cherub Choir – 6:30 PM      

Senior Choir – 7:30 PM 

 Thursday Evening Practice:  

Handbell Choir – 7 to 8 PM 

 Sunday 8:15 AM – Daybreak 

 Practice after the 8:15 AM Service 
 

 Community Service and Outreach 
 Food Bank           

 Mission Committee 

 Blankets for Mission Projects 

 Church Membership & Growth Committee 

 
 



 

December 2010 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Nov. 28    Advent I 
Advent Wreath Dedication 
8:15 AM Worship/Communion 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship/Communion  
 

 Nov. 30 
7 PM Sr.  
Choir Practice 

1 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
Deadline Poinsettia orders 
  and Candy Orders 

2 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Hand Bell Choir 
7 PM Cemetery Assn. 
 

3 
 
PM - Music Group  
         Practice  

4 

5      Advent II 
No - 8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship /Cherubs 
Congregational Meeting 
2:30 PM Hand Bell & Lost &           
                  Found Concert 

6 
 
Making 
Christmas 
Candy at Soc. 
Hall 

7 
 
Making 
Christmas Candy 
at Soc. Hall 

8 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

9 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Hand Bell Choir 
 

10 11 
Youth 
Group  
Christmas 
Caroling 

12    Advent III 
 No 8:15 AM Worship 
Joyful Noise Offering 

9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
       Sr. Choir Cantata 

13 
Making 
Christmas 
Candy at Soc. 
Hall 

14 15 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 
 

16 
10 AM Bible Study 
6-8 PM Candy Order Pick Up 
7-8 PM Hand Bell Choir  
    at ñThe Villageò in Palmerton 
7 PM Property Committee 
 

17 
 

18 
Food Bank 
  
9AM-1PM 
Cookie & 
Candy Sale 
Quilt Raffle 

19   Advent IV 
8:15 AM Worship/Hand Bells 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
     Cherub Choir 
     Childrenôs Teaching 

20 
7 PM Church  
Board Meeting 

21 22 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

23 
7 PM Hand Bell Practice 

24 
2 PM Christmas Eve  
           Communion 
     & Candlelight Service 
7 PM Prelude 
7:30 PM Christmas Eve 
            Candlelight/ 
        Communion Service 
 

25 
 
 

Merry 
Christmas! 

26 
Service of Lessons & Carols 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

27 28 29 
 

30 31  



January 2011  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Happy New Year! 

2 
Communion at both 
services 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

3 
10AM Mission Mtg. 

4 5 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

6 
9 AM  Blanket Makers 
             /Quilters 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Cemetery Assn. 
7 PM Hand Bell Practice 

7 8 

9 
Joyful Noise Offering 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

10 
7 PM  
[tentative] 
Fundraiser 
Meeting 

11 12 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

13 
9 AM  Blanket Makers 
             /Quilters 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Hand Bell Practice 

14 15 

16 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

17 
7 PM 
Church Board 

18 19 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

20 
9 AM  Blanket Makers 
             /Quilters 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Property Committee 
7 PM Hand Bell Practice 

21 22               Fundraisers 

Homemade Soup & Bake Sale 
Pick up orders for soup 

between 10 AM and 1 PM 
 

Bring baked items  
between 9 and 10 AM 

23 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

24 
7 PM Worship  

25 26 
6 PM Newsletter               
            Assembly 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

27 
9 AM  Blanket Makers 
             /Quilters 
10 AM Bible Study 
7 PM Hand Bell Practice 

28 29 

30 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

31 
Snow date  
7 PM Worship  

Coming up in February – Longaberger Basket Bingo on February 12 
 If you would like to sponsor a basket contact: Emily Gerber or Cathy Smith [more info will follow in bulletins] 


