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Ben Salem United Church of Christ 

PO 128, Andreas, PA 18211 
February / March  2012 

 
 
 

 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

One morning not long ago as I was preparing to get ready for another day, I turned on the 
water for my morning shower and found myself standing there staring at the water coming from 
the spigot. As I stared at the water my mind started to think about how clean it was and how it 
would not stay that way after I began to wash myself with soap and shampoo. The dirt and such 
would mix with the soap and water and become different, unclean. 

 

Or maybe you might think about in the past if you have ever washed your car with a bucket 
and sponge. The pail of water when you are done is filthy. The soap has pretty much dissipated by 
the time you are done and you are left with a pail of murky, mucky looking water. So we throw 
the water that’s in our bucket on the lawn or ground somewhere and it slowly soaks into the 
ground. The amazing part to me is what happens to the water as it slowly soaks into the ground. 
It becomes filtered, and eventually becomes clean again. It goes through the grass, the roots of 
the grass and other plants, the soil and the clay, the stones and the rocks and ultimately becomes 
clean again.  

 

And I wonder as we approach the Lenten season if this could be a metaphor for our journey 
of faith. As we go through life we pick up both good and bad behaviors, both good and bad 
practices, and both good and bad routines and if we are the water than we too become murky.  

 

Lent is the time of the Christian year when we can work on taking the murkiness out of our 
lives. Lent leads us to perform careful self-examination through long periods of introspection. This 
is not an easy activity, it may even feel like you are being filtered by stones and rocks and dirt and 
roots. Yet throughout Lent we commit to doing this hard work. If we discipline ourselves to clear 
time for this introspection, we will surely deepen our communion with God; if we commit to 
making healthy sacrifices we will surely open ourselves to experiencing God’s redemptive grace.  

 

Let me just say that I don’t think sacrifice always means to give up something. Sacrifice can 
also mean taking on something, such as visiting people in need, scheduling time each day for 
prayer, or making a commitment to come to Bible study/ Christian ed. or worshiping at the 
Wednesday Lenten worship services. If we do these things along with our personal time for self-
reflection then we will be experiencing the redemptive activity of God.  

 

The goal of Lent is not so much better self-awareness but a deeper more faithful 
commitment to Jesus the Christ. We are to strengthen our spiritual life and in turn, experience a 
spiritual renewal. My hope for all who read this letter is that during this month of February we all 
can recommit our hearts to the one who made the sacrifice above all other sacrifices, our Savior 
Jesus Christ.   
 

     Blessings and peace to you all,  
                                                          Pastor Mike 
 
 

 



Call to the Annual Congregational 

Dinner and Meeting 
Sunday, March 4, 2012 

[one worship service at 10:30 AM] 

No 8:15 AM Service 
Spaghetti Dinner at Noon with youth helping 

in the preparation & serving of the meal. 

View and discuss 2011 Annual Report 

and audited financial reports. 

 
 

 

 
     

        
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bible Study: will meet during February and March on Thursday mornings 

beginning at 10 AM in the Church Parlor. 
 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: The Prayer Shawl Committee is in need of helpers to make 
the prayer shawls.  If you can knit or crochet and would like to help, please contact 

Betty Nothstein at 570-386-5644 for more information. 

 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule for February and March 2012 

February 5, 12, 19, 26 [services at 8:15 and 10:30 AM] 
March 4 – Annual Congregational Dinner and Meeting 

[one service at 10:30 AM] 
March 11, 18, 25 [services at 8:15 and 10:30 AM] 

 

      Coffee Hour  
   Please contact Sharon Elder to volunteer and 

help with Coffee Hour in 2012. 

Communion Services: 

February 5, 8:15 and 10:30 AM 

Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday, 7:30 PM 

Feb. 26, 8:15 and 10:30 AM 

 
2011 Audits 

All treasurers and groups should have 

their 2011 Reports ready for audit. 

Shirley Frantz, Kelly White 

and Starr Scherer are the auditors 

for this year. 

Hand Bells will play  
during the February 19  
and March 18 services  

at 10:30 AM. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service  

with Communion 

February 22, 7:30 PM 
 

Community Lenten Services  
are being planned… 

St. Peter’s, Zion’s, St. John’s and Ben Salem 

please watch upcoming bulletins 

or call the church office for details. 

Lenten Services will be held on 

February 29, March 7, 14, 21 and 28 

Inclement Weather /Cancellations 

In the case of inclement weather, please check Channel 

69, WFMZ, check out our website at bensalemucc.com, or 

call the church office and if possible a message will be on 

the answering machine.   If you still have questions or 

need clarification, please feel free to call either Sharon 

Elder 570-386-2530 or Dollie Behr at 570-386-4981. 



Ben Salem Youth News 
 

Youth Group  - Plain & Fancy Donut Sale 

Order deadline is February 5 

Delivery Date – Monday, February 20, 2012 

[watch upcoming bulletins for time of order pick up] 

 Donuts: [Yeast raised: plain, glazed, powder, sugar] 

         [Filled: custard, white, jelly] 

         [Old fashioned cake: plain, powder, cinnamon] 

Cost - $4.50 per half dozen 

$7.50 per dozen 

 Sticky Buns - $7 each  [Plain, Walnut, Raisin, Coconut] 

                                              Checks should be made payable to: Ben Salem Youth Group. 
                                             To Order: contact Kelly Hook at  # 570-657-6523 

  or fill out the order blank below and drop it in the box in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
“Warriors of Faith” – Youth Baseball League 
Sign up dates: Saturday, February 4 and February 11, 9 to 11 AM 
       at the West Penn Municipal Building 

  Call Terry Lusch for more information: 570-386-5816 
 This league is open to children ages 3 through 12. 
    Sign up fees: Ages 3-8: $25  
       Ages 9-12: $40  

 
Junior Youth Group - will be going on a field trip to Bounce U on Thursday, Feb. 

9th from 6:30pm-7:45. Please arrive 15 minutes early to review the safety video and 
remember that all jumpers need to be wearing socks.  Bounce U is located on Hamilton St. 
in Allentown directly after Dorney Park.  For any questions please contact Kevin Lusch at 
386-8222 or Nadine Blair at 386-2382. 

  
 
 

Coming Up! … Easter Egg Hunt – March 24, 11 AM 

 same day as Spring Bazaar - weather permitting 

 
 

Name____________________________________Phone Number_________________ 

 

Type of Donut ordered______________quantity______   Sticky Bun [type]__________qty._____ 

 

Type of Donut ordered______________quantity______   Sticky Bun [type]__________qty._____ 

 

Type of Donut ordered______________quantity______   Sticky Bun [type]__________qty._____ 

 

Total amount of order  $_________ [checks should be made payable to Ben Salem Youth Group 

 



Church Business 
 How to Contribute to Our Operating Budget: to pay Ben Salem’s bills] 
+ Use your weekly envelope [in your envelope packet] 
+ Designate “Current Expenses”: [Benevolence is only for Missions - OCWM] 
+ Place in offering plate or send to the Church:   
                            Ben Salem UCC,  PO 128,  Andreas, PA 18211 
 

2012 Church Board Members:  
Officers: Sharon Elder, President 
 Karen Hayman, Vice President 

 LaVaun Shanton, Secretary 

Elders: Brian Beidleman, Sharon Elder, LaVaun Shanton, Ron Steigerwalt 
Deacons:  Tammy Beidleman, Nadine Blair, Denise Gerber, Karen Hayman,  

 Richard Hook, Terry Lusch, Judy Pope, Kelly White 
Pastor: Rev. Michael McGowan   

Church Secretary: Dollie Behr  
Treasurer: Dawne Beidleman 

Financial Secretary’s Address: Susan Messina, 66 River Road,  

               Tamaqua, PA 18252  
 

Upcoming Church Board Meetings:   Feb. 20 and March 19, 7 PM 

 
  
 
 
 
Cemetery Association Officers: Next meetings on Feb. 2 and March 1 at 7 PM. 
President: Dennis Frantz          Secretary: Walter Keeck      

Vice-President: Christopher Galloway  Treasurer: Doris Lusch        

Caretaker: David Fritz    Trustee: Richard Bealer 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

Have you moved recently?   Each time we send out our newsletter our secretary receives changes of address from the 

Post Office through newsletters that have been returned.    When  this happens we incur added postal expenses because 
the Post Office charges for these returned letter.  Each member can help by updating the church office with their new 
address prior to  moving.  It is also helpful to provide the church office with your home phone numbers,  cell phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses if you wish.  By doing this we can keep in touch with you and also provide you with 
important information regarding the church .  Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ben Salem History Books  
are still available / $60  

Contact the Church Office [570-386-3870]   

 

Upcoming Committee Meetings 
Fundraisers – Feb. 7, 7 PM 

Called to Care – Feb. 10, 10 AM 
Worship Committee – Feb. 13, 7 PM 

Membership & Growth – Feb. 21, 7 PM 
Property Committee – Feb. 16, 7 PM 

Phase II Bldg. Program – March 18, 1:30 PM 

 

Altar Flower Sponsors:  [Checks payable to Ben Salem UCC]   

A sign up sheet is located in the narthex.  Cost of flower sponsorship is $20.00.  If you would like to sponsor  flowers call 
Cindy Smith at 570-386-4248.  ***Payment should be sent directly to: Cindy Smith, 707 Hoffman Rd., Lehighton, PA 18235. 

Bulletin Sponsorship: [Checks payable to Ben Salem UCC]       Please call Sue Messina at 570-386-2880 

with your sponsorship information or  e-mail Sue at suemess@ptd.net.  Cost of Bulletin Sponsorship is $7 per week.  *** 
Payment should be sent directly to: Susan Messina, 66 River Road, Tamaqua, PA 18252. 

Please do not call the church office with sponsorships! 
 

Scheduling Events at Ben Salem Church: 
To prevent scheduling problems…prior to calling meetings or events, please 

check with the Church Secretary at 386-3870 to make sure that the date you 

have planned is available. 

Note from Church Office & 

Financial Secretary: 

Remember, it is important to keep 

us informed of any address 

changes. Please give changes of 

address to either Dollie Behr  

or Sue Messina.  

 

Have you remembered the 

church in your will? 

Hospitalization ?   If you or someone you know is going to 

be in the hospital for surgery, please let the church office know a day 

or two before the surgery.  This way the Pastor will make every effort 

to be there to visit and pray with the patient before the surgery. 

mailto:suemess@ptd.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Phase II – Building Program 
         Next Planning Meeting - March 18, 2012, 1:30 PM   Anyone interested in 

helping should  attend this meeting.  The Board has decided that any money 

donated will stay in the Building Account until such time as a building program is 

approved by the congregation.  To contribute to Phase II, please use the gold 

envelopes included in your offering packets - checks payable to Ben Salem UCC.    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN HELPING BEN SALEM CHURCH 

SAVE PAPER, MONEY AND TIME? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL? 

If so, please fill out the following form and place it in the box located in the narthex or mail it 

to Ben Salem UCC, PO 128, Andreas, PA 18211. 
 

Name/s___________________________________________________    e-mail: ___________________________ 

Recycle…save your soda cans…   

Larry Nothstein and Herlin Haberman  will take aluminum cans to Zaprazny’s.  To help with this project… 
bring your aluminum soda cans [crushed or uncrushed] to the Old Social Hall and drop them off at the  

lower basement entrance.  Benefits the Phase II Building Fund.   

Please do not throw any other garbage items in with the aluminum soda cans. 
 

Blanket Makers/Quilters 

     

 
The Blanket Makers and Quilters meet on Thursday mornings.   Contacts for the group are Dollie Frantz [570-386-4034]  

and Betty Nothstein [570-386-5644].   Helpers are always welcome!   Come out and join them.   If you know of 

someone who is in need of a knotted blanket, please let the group know.  The winner of the quilt and Christmas pillows 
was drawn after the Cookie Sale on Dec. 17.  Judy Williams was the winner of the quilt and Wayne Nothstein won the 

pillows. 
 During 2011 the Blanket Makers donated $500 in June and $460 in December to the Phase II Building Fund. 

This money was raised through ticket sales and sales of knotted quilts and other handmade items. 

Thanks to the Blanket Makers and Quilters for this donation. 
 

 



 

 

    E-mail: missions@ptd.net 

Meeting not planned at this time. 

Hunger Relief Project  

Heifer Project:  

Heifers Equal Hope  
When a family has a cow, every morning there's a glass of rich milk for the 
children to drink before heading off to school. Classes are paid with the 
income from the sale of milk, and there's even enough to share with the 
neighbors. 
 

A good dairy cow can produce four gallons of milk a day - enough for a 
family to drink and share with neighbors. Milk protein transforms sick, 
malnourished children into healthy boys and girls. The sale of surplus milk 
earns money for school fees, medicine, clothing and home improvements. 
 

Better still, every gift multiplies, as the animal's first offspring is passed on 
to another family-then they also agree to pass on an animal, and so on. 
 

And because a healthy cow can produce a calf every year, every gift will be passed on and eventually help an entire 
community move from poverty to self reliance. Now that's a gift worth giving! 

 

Feed a Neighbor – Zion UCC, Lehighton [February 23] 
We are once again helping with the Feed a Neighbor 

Project…to feed the needy people of the community. 

Volunteers and monetary donations are needed.  Please see Lonnie Christoff to volunteer 

or help to defray the cost of the meal. 
     

Food Bank Distribution – coming before Easter 

 

 

 
 

       
 
Hi everyone, 
 

I just wanted to say a HUGE THANK YOU again to all of you who helped make Family Promise a huge 
success.  I have been hearing many positive stories and feedback from different people.  The Mission 
Committee is so very grateful for all the time, energy, donations, and prayers you have dedicated to this 
project.  We are looking forward to our second time of hosting on Easter Sunday night.   
 

Please keep the Family Promise Director Bob, the host churches and the families in your prayers.   Thank 
you so much again for all you have done.  The second time of hosting should be a lot easier since we have 
experience on what to expect.   
 

God Bless, Lonnie 

 
 
 
 

The Lehighton Furniture Bank is in need of beds, dressers and sofas.  They also 

could use volunteers to help pick up donations.  Contact:  Shirley Radler  610-377-4278 
 

mailto:missions@ptd.net


F U N D R A I S E R    NEWS 
Next Meeting is February 7, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

BEN SALEM UCC HOMEMADE EASTER CANDY SALE 
Orders must be received by Sunday, March 4  - Pick-up on Wednesday, March 21 – 5:00 to 7:00 P.M.  

Candy is packaged in half-pound containers. 

Cost: $5.00 per half pound - Please specify # of half-pound containers. 

Kind Milk Dark 

Peanut Butter    

Peanut Butter Rolled in Peanuts   

Butter Creams   

Peanut Rolled Cream    

Coconut Cream   

Coconut Molasses    

Molded Choc. Mini Pieces*  XXXX 

Non-pariels   

* Molded Mini Pieces will be in assorted colors. 

 

Fudge - $5.00 per half pound # of ½ lbs. 

Chocolate  

Peanut Butter  

 
Assortment (Peanut Butter, Peanut Rolled Cream, Coconut Cream) Milk Dark 

Sold in pound boxes only - $10.00 for 1 pound box   

 

Chocolate Covered Pretzels Milk Dark 

Mini Pretzels – $4.00 for a half-pound bag   

Rods decorated for Easter - $2.00 for a package of 4 rods   

 
Easter Lollipop  $1.00 each  

 
Name________________________________    Phone # __________________  

Total $ amt. ordered ________      Sold by _____________________ 

Make checks payable to “Ben Salem U.C.C.” 

Orders may also be placed by calling Sue Messina at 570-386-2880 

 

Candy Making  - March 12, 13, 19 at the Social Hall starting at 8 AM 

Items Needed for Candy Making [please bring to the church or social hall by March 4] 
90 lbs. of powdered sugar - Domino or Sam's 7 lb. bags  34 lbs. of butter 

14 jars (40 oz.) JIF CREAMY peanut butter    35 packs (8 oz.) Phila. Brand cream cheese 

9 bags (14 oz.) Bakers coconut     4 boxes corn starch 

6 bottles Karo Light Syrup      5 bags (12 oz.) semi-sweet chocolate chips 

5 bags (12 oz.) peanut butter chips     6 cans (12 oz.) evaporated milk 

15 lbs. granulated sugar      10 jars (7 oz.) marshmallow 

15 lbs. mini pretzels      2 large containers pretzel rods (approx. 150 rods total) 

8 jars lightly salted dry roasted peanuts    wax paper 

 
 



 

HOAGIE SALE - BEN SALEM U.C.C.  

ORDERS DUE MARCH 18       PICK-UP MARCH 29 (11:00 AM – 1:00 PM) 

 

NAME_____________________________________   PHONE #___________________ 

 

PLAIN – HAM, SALAMI, CHEESE, LETTUCE & TOMATOES (no onions or peppers) 

 

PLAIN             ________  WITH HOT PEPPERS (no onions) _________ 

WITH ONIONS ________  WITH ONIONS & HOT PEPPERS     _________ 

 

TOTAL # ORDERD ______ @ $4.00 EACH     TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $__________ 

 

Place order form in box in narthex or call Sue Messina at 570-386-2880. 

 

 

Ben Salem UCC  

Spring Bazaar 
 

March 24, 2012 

9AM – 2PM 
Social Hall:  1749 Church Hill Road, Lehighton 

 
Raffle, Chinese Auction & Bake Sale 

Homemade Easter Candy 

Funnel Cakes 

Quilt Raffle & Knotted Blanket 

                                     Wooden Handcrafted Items 

                                  Tastefully Simple 
  

           Egg Hunt at the Church at 11AM!!  
                                        (Weather Permitting) 

 

 

Directions from Rt. 443:  At Times News Building, turn Left onto Semmel’s Hill Road.   

                                   Continue straight approximately 3 miles. 
 

Directions from Rt. 895:  Turn Right at Lizard Creek Tavern onto 

         Berger Creek Road.  Turn Left at first intersection.  Continue approximately 2 miles. 

 

                         For additional information, please contact Judy: 570-386-5554 or Karen: 570-386-8783 



  

 

  

Special Prayers 
 

Our Members and Friends with Special Needs:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

….. 

Prayer Chain:  The Prayer Chain is a way for anyone to request prayer for a specific need….[or thanksgiving or joy].   To 

have our Prayer Chain pray for you: Contact Betty Nothstein at 570-386-5644.  Please call Betty if you would like to be called 

with others’ prayer requests as part of the Prayer Chain. 
 

Called to Care:  Trained volunteers from our church are available to assist the Pastor in visiting people.  If you would like 

a “Called to Care” volunteer to visit you, please contact  the Pastor at the Church Office [570] 386-3870.   We are looking for 

more volunteers for this Committee…Please call the Church Office or speak to the Pastor if interested.   The next “Called 

to Care” Meeting  is scheduled for February 10, 2012,  10 AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy is extended:  
to the family of Ann M. DeLong.   
    Ann passed away on December 4, 2011. 
to the family of Melvin C. Brown. 
    Melvin passed away on January 16, 2012. 
 

Baptisms:      Emily Jane Fink, daughter of Barry and Robin [Lusch] Fink received the                            

                                                         Sacrament of Baptism on January 15, 2012. 
Kiersten Margaret Diehl, daughter of Jim and Julie [Fehnel] Diehl received the 

Sacrament of Baptism on January 22, 2012. 
 

Welcome New Member: Marie [Snyder] Heim was received as a member through Letter of Transfer from St. 

Peter’s Church, Mantzville.  Marie resides in New Tripoli and was baptized and confirmed at Ben Salem Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Our Troops - All military personnel 
Brettany Smith – Ramstein Air Force Base – Germany 

Matt Mitchell – Marines - Afghanistan 
 

**Please notify us if you know of anyone who is serving at 

Births – Congratulations to 

Barry and Robin [Lusch] Fink on the birth of their 

daughter Emily Jane. 

Emily was born on  

November 30, 2011.  
 

Congratulations to: 

Carmine and Kathryn [Irwin] Pernini 

on the birth of their son, Tucker Daniel Irwin – Pernini. 

Tucker was born on January 7, 2012. 

Tucker is the first grandchild of  

Rev. & Mrs. Thomas Irwin. 



 

Family Promise Network Fundraising Events for 2012 
 

 
It is hard to believe but by this time next month, February 12

th 
to be exact, we will be starting our second round of 

hosting Family Promise guests. The churches involved to date all report that their host week was a very positive 

ministry experience and the outpouring of your generosity at Christmas exceeded all expectations. On behalf of our 

guest families…..Thank you.  
 

In addition to hosting guests each host and support church has agreed to:  

   

 Promote and support Network fundraising events.  

 Consider budgeting annual contributions to support the mission of Family Promise.  

 

Our fundraising plan calls two “major” fundraisers each year. In 2011 the “Variety Show/Fundraiser” and “Bedknobs and 

Redneck Bed Race” combined raised nearly $13,000. The plan for 2012 is to repeat and build on the success of these two 

events with a goal to double our income to $27,000. Continued success for Family Promise will depend on meeting this 

goal which will require the active involvement of each Host and Support Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

  The first of these events is the “Variety Show/Fundraisers” scheduled for February 18
th
 , 6 – 8 PM at the  

  Mauch Chunk Museum and Cultural Center, 41 W. Broadway  in Jim Thorpe.  

  Each Host Church Coordinator has been provided a “Fundraising Event Packet” to advertise and promote 

   this event including posters, advance sale tickets, a bulletin insert and this newsletter article. 
 

  Each participating church is asked to: 
 

 Plan for and raise a minimum of $500.00 to present at the event. 

 Advertise and Sell Advance Sale tickets. 
 

        Individually you can help by : 

 

 Attend the event, (Tickets are $7 advance sale or $10 @ the door. Children 10 

and under are free) 

 Perform….sing, dance, play an instrument, do a comedy skits and much 

more!!!! 
    (Contact John Drury… email jdrury@ptd.net , Call 570-325-4436 or 610-737-

7389) 

 Reserve table space and sell food or drinks. 
    (Contact Tina Dowd… email tdowd@vacmail.com , Call 610-377-7777) 

 Donate a basket for the Chinese Auction. 
    (Contact Kellie Heffley by email heffley@ptd.net , Call 484-274-3177)  

 Place a personal or business ad in the event program.  

     ½ Page $25,   Full Page $40.  
    (Contact Dave Holmes…  email dholmes@innjt.com  ) 

        

       

Working together we can make this event an evening of FUN and a financial success. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer Service 
The date for the World Day of Prayer Service is March 2, 2012, 7 PM at 

Grace Lutheran Church, Fourth and Mahoning St., Lehighton, PA 

The theme for this year is: “Let Justice Prevail”  

written by the Christian women of Malaysia.   

At the beginning of the service they say to us ”Selamat datang” which 

means “peace and welcome”.  

 There will be a time for fellowship after the service. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

mailto:jdrury@ptd.net
mailto:tdowd@vacmail.com
mailto:heffley@ptd.net
mailto:dholmes@innjt.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule for 2012 
[some changes have been made…please replace the calendar sent in the December newsletter with this calendar] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You Notes: 

Ben Salem Church,  Thank you so much for the prayer shawl.  The warmth and love you’ve shared will never be forgotten.  Thank you 
for your genuine concern and continued prayers.  God bless you!   Mike Hunsicker 
 

To the Congregation of Ben Salem UCC, 
We want to thank you for your generous gift.  Your kindness and thoughtfulness are greatly appreciated.  We are slowly rebuilding, 
hoping to be back in our home this month.  Your gift will help replace many lost items.  May God bless all of you as he has us.  Thank 
you so much!   Sincerely, Doug and Linda Creveling 
 

Dear Lonnie and Members of Ben Salem Church, 
We want to express to you and to the members of the Mission Committee and to all the good people of Ben Salem Church – “our 
sincere thank you” for the kind and loving act extended to our daughter Linda and husband Douglas.  It has been a terrible ordeal for 
them and for us to watch everything in their home destroyed by the flood waters.  It was complete devastation of all furnishings, walls 
and floors – actually five feet of water gushing through the house.  Even their clothing with exception of three days of clothing change 
which they grabbed up as the evacuation order sounded.  We want to say to you and all the members of Ben Salem that Lucille and I 
hold in our hearts and minds the fact that in the nearly fifty years that I have executed the office of Christian ministry, Ben Salem was 
and continues to be the love of our lives.  The generosity and concern shown to us throughout our ten years tenure defies words that 
are capable of defining our love for all of you.  The memories we live with now are ones that cause us to give thanks to God everyday of 
our lives.  For us, just to think that after 15 years of retirement, your thoughts and actions on behalf of a family disaster reached out 

     February 5 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
  12 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  19 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  22 – 7:30 PM - Ash Wednesday - Communion 
  26 –  8:15 and 10:30 AM - Lent I - Communion 
  29 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [tentative] 
  March   4 –  One Service at 10:30 AM - Lent II    
                          [Annual Congregational Meeting] 
    7 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [tentative] 
  11 –  8:15 and 10:30 AM - Lent III 
  14 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [tentative] 
  18 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM  - Lent IV 
  21 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [tentative] 
  25 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM  - Lent V 
  28 – 7:30 PM Lenten Service [tentative] 
    Apri l   1 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Palm Sunday 
    5 – 7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Service  
                           / Communion 
    6 – Good Friday  [no service] 
                    7 – 8 AM -5 PM – Easter Prayer Vigil 
    8 – 8:15 AM Easter Service - Communion 
    8 – 10:30 AM Easter Service - Communion 
  15 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  22 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  29 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
          May   6  – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
  13 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  20 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  27 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM  - Pentecost 
          June  3 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
  10 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
  17 – One Service at 10:30 AM -  Music Sunday               
                          / Graduate Recognition 
                   24 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
            

 

               July   1 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
        8 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      15 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      22 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      29 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      August  5 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
      12 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      19 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      26 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
    September  2 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
        9 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      16 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM –215th Anniversary  
      23 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      30 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
October  7 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
      14 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      21 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      28 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM – Reformation Sunday 
      November  4 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Communion 
      11 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      18 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      21 – 7:30 PM  Thanksgiving Eve 
      25 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 
      December  2 – One Service at 10:30 AM  / Advent I /                       
                                  Communion / Congregational Meeting  
        9 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM - Advent II 
      16 – One Service at 10:30 AM – Advent III  /                  
                                  Christmas Cantata 
      23 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM – Advent IV /  
                                   Sunday School Program  
      24 – 2 PM Christmas Eve Service   
                                  / Communion - Candlelight 
      24 – 7:30 PM Christmas Eve Service  /          
                                 Communion – Candlelight [7 PM Prelude] 
      30 – 8:15 and 10:30 AM 

 



with a deep and abiding love has brought  - yes – tears of joy to overcome the sadness of such a terrible ordeal.  My own deep sadness 
lies in the fact that I could not render my help because of health problems.  The contamination of the property necessitated – by 
doctor’s orders – that I should not go anywhere near.   It has without question, broken my heart.  But let me say that the action of Ben 
Salem has eased the pain in dramatic fashion for Lucille and me.  Thank you for the kind and loving act shown to and for Linda and 
Douglas during this very trying and exhausting time in their lives.  Love and Prayers to all of you – and a wish for a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.  God Bless, Rev. Paul and Lucille Cope 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ February 2012 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

2  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
7 PM Cemetery Assn 

3  
 

4  
 

5  

Communion at both services 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

6  
 

7  
7 PM Fundraisers 

8  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

9  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
 6:30 – 7:45 PM 
       Activity at Bounce U  
           – Jr. Youth Group 

10  
10 AM 
Called to Care 

11  
Hall Reserved 

12  
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

13  
7 PM Worship 
Committee 

14  

 

15  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Senior Choir 

16  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
7 PM Property Committee  

 

17  
 

18  
Variety Show 

to benefit 
Family Promise 
Mauch Chunk 

Museum 
Jim Thorpe 

19 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship/Hand Bells 

  
 

20  

Youth Group 
Donut Fundraiser 
Delivery 

 
7 PM Church 
Board Meeting 

21  
7 PM Membership 
and Growth  
Committee 

22  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Ash Wednesday 
   Service / Communion 

23  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
Mission Project:  
           Feed a Neighbor 
           Zion UCC, Lehighton 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 

24  
 

25  
 

26   Lent I 

Communion at both services 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

27  
 

28  
 

29  

6 PM Newsletter Assembly 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Lenten Service 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

~ March 2012 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
7 PM Cemetery Assn 

2  
 

3  
 

4    Lent II 
No 8:15 AM Service 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 
Annual Congregational  
Meeting and Dinner 
at Social Hall 
Candy Order Deadline 

 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Lenten Service 

8  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
7 PM Policy Committee 

9  
 

10  
 

11  Lent III 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

  
 

12  
Making Candy at 
Social Hall 

13  
Making Candy at 
Social Hall 

14  
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Lenten Service 

15  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 
7 PM Property Comm. 

16  
 

17  
St. Patrick’s  
Day 
 
Social Hall / set up 

18  Lent IV 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship/Bells 
       Baptism 
      Hall Reserved 
    

1:30 PM Phase II 
        Meeting 

19  

Making Candy at Social 
Hall 
7 PM  Church Board 
Meeting 

20  
 

First Day 
of Spring 

21  

5-7 PM Candy Pick Up 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Lenten Service 

22  
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 

23  
 

24  

 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 
9 AM to 3 PM 
Spring Bazaar 
 

25   Lent V 
8:15 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Sunday School 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

Preparation for Hoagie Sale 
6 PM Newsletter Assembly 
6:30 PM Cherub Choir 
7:30 PM Lenten Service 

29  
7 AM Hoagie Sale 
9 AM Blanket Makers 
10 AM Bible Study 
11 AM-2 PM Order pick up 
6:30 PM Hand Bells 

30  
 

31  
Hall Reserved 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Our Community:  
An ELCA Youth Gathering Fundraiser 
March 4 – Spaghetti Dinner :  4 to 6 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, Luther Hall, 3rd and Iron St., Lehighton 
   Cost - $6 Adult, $4 Child [All you can eat pasta with bread, salad and dessert] 


